
IN MEM ORY

Ludwik Kasza

Feb ru ary 19, 1930 – Oc to ber 25, 2007

On the 30th of Oc to ber, 2007, at the St. Law rence Ce-
metery in Wroc³aw, a few hun dred peo ple at tended the last 
jour ney of Ludwik Kasza.  Kasza was an ac a demic teacher,
a well known and re spected ge ol o gist, a for mer pres i dent
of the So ci ety of Ge ol o gists Grad u ated from Wroc³aw
Uni ver sity, a mem ber of the steer ing board of the So ci ety
of Grad u ates of Wroc³aw Uni ver sity, and the vice pres i -
dent of the man ag ing board of the Foun da tion for Wro-
c³aw Uni ver sity.

Within the geo log i cal world of Wroc³aw, where he
worked all his life, Ludwik Kasza was a colour ful and
much-liked per son al ity. Gifted in many ways, and hav ing a 
na ture of the “Lvov’er”, he freely shared his skills with the
Wroc³aw geo log i cal com mu nity.

Ludwik, or “Lunek” to his friends, was born at Rudki,
near Lvov, on Feb ru ary 19, 1930. It was there, and partly
dur ing World War II, that he fin ished his el e men tary
schooling. In 1944, he was re pa tri ated, to gether with his
fam ily, and they set tled in Krosno, where he at tended a
gym na sium and passed his “matura” exam. In 1950, he
came to Wroc³aw and started study ing ge ol ogy at Wroc³aw 
Uni ver sity. Even be fore grad u at ing, he be came em ployed
in the De part ment of Gen eral Ge ol ogy, join ing the tec -
tonic and map ping team of Prof. Henryk Teisseyre. He
grad u ated in 1955 and then de fended his MSc the sis on the
ge ol ogy of the Czarna Góra area (Wilkanów sheet) in the
Sudetes. Af ter this, he con tin ued re search work and pre -
pared his PhD the sis, “Ge ol ogy of the Up per Bia³a L¹decka 
ba sin” (pub lished in Geologia Sudetica, vol. 1). This re -
search also re sulted in the pub li ca tion of the Geo log i cal
Map of the Sudetes 1 : 25,000, sheet Nowa Morawa (Map
and Mem oir). At this time, Ludwik Kasza was also in -
volved in uni ver sity teach ing, giv ing lec tures and prac ti cals 
on geo log i cal map ping and en gi neer ing ge ol ogy (the lat ter
con tin u ously un til he re tired in 1995).

In 1966, Ludwik Kasza be gan work ing in con junc tion
with the Lower Silesian Of fice of Min ing Pro jects in
Wroc³aw (DBPG Wroc³aw) and, sub se quently, the newly

founded Re search-Pro ject Cen tre of Open Min ing (POL-
TEGOR) in Wroc³aw. At Poltegor, he was a key fig ure in
pro duc ing en gi neer ing and geo log i cal re ports, mostly for
the Be³chatów brown-coal mine in cen tral Po land. And as
an em ployee of Poltegor, he was in volved in geo log i cal ex -
plo ra tion work in the for mer Yu go sla via and in Libya.

In 1976, Ludwik Kasza came back to Wroc³aw Uni ver -
sity to or ga nize the newly formed De part ment of Ap plied
Ge ol ogy in the De part ment of Geo log i cal Sci ences.  This
ap plied ge ol ogy de part ment worked closely with the
brown-coal mines in Be³chatów and Turoszów, the lat ter
in SW Po land. Hav ing a po si tion of “do cent”, he also gave
reg u lar courses for ge ol ogy stu dents in min ing, geo log i cal
drill ing and en gi neer ing ge ol ogy. Un der his di rec tion, six
stu dents pre pared PhD the ses and two sci en tists com pleted 
their habilitations. Ludwik Kasza put sig nif i cant ef fort
into de vel op ing the tech ni cal equip ment of his de part -
ment, e.g., in stall ing com put ers in the 1980s, some of the
first at the Uni ver sity.

Ludwik Kasza was a rec og nized spe cial ist in the field of 
en gi neer ing ge ol ogy, a mem ber of the Com mit tee of Qua -
ter nary Re search, and of the Min ing Com mit tee of the Pol -
ish Acad emy of Sci ences. He was in vited, many times, to
help or ga nize com mit tees of sci en tific con fer ences on the
Qua ter nary, in par tic u lar those or ga nized by the Pol ish
Geo log i cal So ci ety. He was also on the ed i to rial boards of
sev eral jour nals, e.g., Open Min ing, and Brown Coal.

Lunek was a great per son al ity, and everthing he did, he 
did at a “high level”. He cared very much for de tails, a trait
that was well-known to his co-work ers.  And al though
only a few peo ple knew of his “del i cate” char ac ter, be cause
this was rarely seen, col leagues well re mem ber his dis crete
ques tions about those who faced dif fi cul ties. He helped
many young post grad u ates to find their first jobs in ge ol -
ogy; a few got a tem po rary po si tion in his De part ment of
Ap plied Ge ol ogy. He also as sisted his co-work ers when
they were go ing through hard pro fes sional times, many
find ing jobs in the pri vate of fices of geo log i cal con sul tan -
cies that he had cre ated (e.g., BEG I, BEG II).

Do cent Dr. Ludwik Kasza re ceived nu mer ous awards
and med als for his sci en tific acheivements and for his or ga -
ni za tional abil i ties.  These in cluded the Medal of 1000
years of the Pol ish State; Sil ver and Golden Crosses of
Achieve ments; and Golden Med als of Merit in Ge ol ogy, in 
Energetics, and for the Piotrków Voivodship, re spec tively. 
On many oc ca sions, he won prizes given by the Rec tor of
the Uni ver sity of Wroc³aw, and he re ceived many in di vid -
ual and joint prizes given by the Min is ter of Min ing and
Energetics. In 1989 he was awarded the Cav a lier Cross of
the Medal of Res ur rec tion of Po land.

A spe cial “chap ter” in Ludwik’s life was with the So ci -
ety of Ge ol o gists Grad u ated from Wroc³aw Uni ver sity



(SGWUWr).  This is a fel lows-type or ga ni za tion of which
he was one of the found ing mem bers; dur ing his life, he
was elected pres i dent of the Steer ing Board no less than
eleven times! Lunek loved the so ci ety and was its leader for 
many years. Dur ing his pres i dency, the mem bers of the so -
ci ety al ways filled up Aula Leopoldinum in Collegium
Maius for their meet ings. The so ci ety ac knowl edged his
im mense con tri bu tions by award ing him the ti tle Hon -
oured Pres i dent of SGWUWr in 1996.

Ludwik Kasza also played an im por tant role in the
foun da tion of the So ci ety of Grad u ates (not only ge ol o -
gists) of Wroc³aw Uni ver sity (SAUWr) and was twice
elected a mem ber of the Steer ing Board. To his last days, he 
al ways tried to stress the mu tu ally in ter con nect ing roles
played by both the SGWUWr and the SAUWr.

De spite de te ri o rat ing health, Ludwik al ways showed
an in ter est in the cur rent is sue of Alma Ma ter Wratisla-
viensis.  He was in ex tri ca bly bound to Wroc³aw Uni ver sity 
as an ac a demic teacher, a ge ol o gist, an or ga nizer, and a sci -
en tist.  Even when he re tired he con tin ued work ing for the
good of the uni ver sity.  To this end, he was ac tive in the
Foun da tion for Wroc³aw Uni ver sity, a so cial or ga ni za tion
aimed at find ing part ners and do nors for uni ver sity in vest -
ments and ini tia tives. For a few years, he was the vice-Pres -
i dent of the Foun da tion Board.

Ludwik Kasza died in Wroc³aw on 25th Oc to ber, 2007.
The uni ver sity and the geo log i cal com mu nity in Wroc³aw
has lost someome very im por tant.  He will be sadly missed.

Czes³aw Au gust, Ryszard Kryza & Stanis³aw Staœko
Uni ver sity of Wroc³aw
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