
CON FER ENCES

The 5th Meet ing of the Cen tral Eu ro pean Tec tonic Stud ies Group and 12th Meet ing
of the Czech Tec tonic Stud ies Group, Teplá, Czech Re pub lic, April 11–14, 2007

The com bined 5th meet ing of the Cen tral Eu ro pean
Tec tonic Group (CETeG) and the12th meet ing of the
Czech Tec tonic Stud ies Group (CTS) took place in Teplá,
Czech Re pub lic, April 11–14, 2007. This joint con fer ence
is an an nual event and is, by tra di tion, held in a geo log i cally 
in ter est ing re gion of which ever mem ber coun try – Czech
Re pub lic, Po land, Slovakia or Hun gary – is host ing it. This 
year it was the turn of the Czech Re pub lic. Fol low ing es -
tab lished con ven tions, the con fer ence was or ga nized in co -
op er a tion with the Czech Geo log i cal Sur vey (CGS), the
Czech Geo phys i cal In sti tute, the Acad emy of Sci ence of
the Czech Re pub lic and the Czech Tec tonic Stud ies
Group. The venue was the small town Teplá, which is sit u -
ated on the bound ary be tween the Saxothuringian and the
Teplá-Barrandian do mains, so pro vid ing the op por tu nity
for two geo log i cally in ter est ing ex cur sions.

The four-day meet ing started with a the pre-con fer -
ence field trip “Man i fes ta tions of Re cent Dy nam ics of the
West ern Part of the Eger (Ohøe) Rift”, which was led by A. 
Špièák (GFÚ AV ÈR), H. Kämpf (GFZ Potsdam), F.
Weinlich (GFÚ AV ÈR) and P. Hradecký (ÈGS). This ex -
cur sion pro vided an in sight into the more pro nounced
man i fes ta tions of re cent tec tonic dy nam ics in the west ern
part of the Bo he mian Mas sif. These in cluded seis mic ity, il -
lus trated by seis mic and tilt mon i tor ing at Skalná; emis -
sions of man tle gases such as CO2 and 3He within the
Hájek/Soos na ture re serve; and Qua ter nary vol ca nism dis -
played at the Železná Hùrka/Eisenbühl vol cano. There
were also dis cus sions on the re la tion ships of the neotecto-
nic phe nom ena to the evo lu tion of the Eger Rift re gion.

The next two days of the con fer ence were de voted to
33 talks and nearly 40 poster pre sen ta tions. The sci en tific
pro gram was the mat i cally or ga nized un der the gen eral
head ings of “Variscan ge ol ogy of the Bo he mian Mas sif”
(first day) and “Geodynamics of the Carpathian belt” (sec -
ond day). Each gen eral theme was di vided into sep a rate ses -
sions on as pects of the rel e vant tec ton ics, pe trol ogy, geo -
chron ol ogy, geo chem is try, geo phys ics and struc ture. The
poster pre sen ta tions cov ered a wide spec trum of re search
top ics re lated to the ge ol ogy of the Bo he mian Mas sif and
other Eu ro pean re gions as well as ge ol ogy of ex otic coun -
tries such as Iran, Namibia and Viet nam. The poster ses -
sion pro vided an oc ca sion for geoscientists to di rectly ex -
change ideas, of ten re sult ing in lively dis cus sions. The pa -
pers of this con fer ence were pub lished by the CGS in a spe -
cial vol ume of pro ceed ings that were ed ited by Zdenìk
Venera and which in cluded the excusion guide.

The CETeG and CTS meet ings have al ways en cour -
aged young sci en tists to pres ent their re search re sults at the 
con fer ence, and, as part of this, PhD stu dents could win
awards for their sci en tific pub li ca tions and pre sen ta tions.
This year, three stu dents were pre sented with awards at the 

con fer ence’s Gala Din ner. Zuzana Kratinová (Charles
University and CAS) won the Radek Melka Prize, spon -
sored by the Czech Tec tonic Stud ies Group and In sti tute
of Geo log i cal Sci ences Pol ish Acad emy of Sci ences, for an
im por tant geoscientific pa per pub lished in 2006. Jiri Sláma
(Charles Uni ver sity) was awarded the Staszek Brud Prize
of the Galicia Tec tonic Group for the best oral pre sen ta -
tion. And Prokop Závada (CAS) won a prize for the best
poster pre sen ta tion by a stu dent.

The post-con fer ence field trip, or ga nized on the last
day of the meet ing, was en ti tled “The Mariánské Láznì
Com plex and its re la tions to neigh bour ing meta mor phic
units”. This was led by by the tri um vi rate of V. Štìdrá, S.
Vrána and J. Konopásek (CGS). The ex cur sion was de -
voted to the pe trol ogy and struc tural set ting of eclogites,
gabbroids, granu lites, ultrabasics and me dium-pres sure
metamorphics in the Marianské Láznì (Marienbad) Com -
plex and the re la tions of these rocks to the sur round ing
geo log i cal units of the Teplá Pla teau Crys tal line Com plex,
the Kladská Unit, and the Saxothuringian and Moldanu-
bian units. Par tic i pants on this trip were shown a new set
of pet ro log i cal, geo phys i cal and struc tural data that had
been ob tained for the Mariánské Láznì Com plex and the
ad ja cent units. This proved very in ter est ing for the ge ol o -
gists who were study ing the Palaeozoic evo lu tion of cen -
tral Eu rope. Sev eral out crops proved es pe cially at trac tive
be cause of the pres ence of high- and ultrahigh-pres sure
rocks. Ev ery one took a piece of eclogite for their own col -
lec tion.

The sci en tific level of the con fer ence was high and the
at mo sphere dur ing both the for mal and in for mal dis cus -

Železná Hùrka Hill. Un con formity be tween bed ded tuff and
sub se quent pyroclastic fall. Horst Kämpf ex plains the de tails dur -
ing the pre-con fer ence trip.



sions was friendly. This, com bined with an at trac tive
venue and very good or ga ni za tion, led to a most en joy able
and suc cess ful sci en tific meet ing. There was also an ex cel -
lent so cial programme, which in cluded a guided tour of
his tor i cal parts of the Premonstratensian Ab bey, an or gan
con cert in the Teplá Ab bey Church and a con fer ence party 

that fea tured a Bengas gypsy band. The con fer ence lived up 
to all ex pec ta tions and ev ery one looked for ward to the
next CETeG/CTS meet ing, planned for Upohlav, Slo-
vakia, in April 2008.

Izabella Nowak
(ING PAN Wroc³aw)

The 4th In ter na tional Petroarcheological Sym po sium, Wroc³aw, Oc to ber 11–13, 2007

Twenty-eight years af ter the third sym po sium, the
Fourth In ter na tional Petroarcheological Sym po sium took
place in Wroc³aw, 11–13 Oc to ber, 2007. This early au tumn 
meet ing re vealed the cur rent state of petroarchaeologic re -
search in west ern Po land and in the Moravia re gion of the
Czech Re pub lic. Dur ing the open ing cer e mony, the chair -
men re ferred to the long his tory of co op er a tion be tween
archeologists and ge ol o gists and of the po ten tial for such
co op er a tion in the fu ture. In par tic u lar, study ing such
unique ar eas as Lower Silesia and its neigh bour ing re gions.

The talks on the first day were de voted to the meth ods
and re sults of petroarcheologic stud ies, clas si cal ar chae ol -
ogy from Palaeo lithic to Mid dle Age pe ri ods, gemmology,
petroarchitecture and pe trog ra phy of stone artefacts. The
con sid er able num ber of pre sen ta tions, their high qual ity,
and the lively dis cus sions at the in for mal party that eve -
ning, con firmed that in ter est in petroarcheologic re search
had not di min ished.

The sec ond day saw the of fi cial open ing of the ex hi bi -
tion “The stone artefacts of dif fer ent pe ri ods of his tory” at
the Wroc³aw City Mu seum (Ar chae ol ogy Branch), for
which there was an ac com pa ny ing poster ses sion on the
sources of the stone artefacts. That eve ning, prof. A.
Grodzicki of fered par tic i pants a guided tour of in ter est ing
his tor i cal sites in the city cen ter of Wroc³aw.

The third day of the sym po sium com prised vis its to a
va ri ety of places. There was the Iron Age (and still work -
ing) ex ca va tions near Domas³aw vil lage, prof. B. Gediga
act ing as guide; a visit to the stone artefacts col lec tion in the 
Mu seum of Mt. Œlê¿a in Sobótka, which in cluded a short
lec ture by A. Majerowicz about the ge ol ogy of Œlêza
Ophiolite; and a trip to the an cient gran ite mine on the
east ern slope of Mt. Œlê¿a, with prof. G. Domañski as our
guide.

The par tic i pants con sid ered this fourth sym po sium a
great suc cess, not least be cause of the in creas ing level of co -
op er a tion be tween Pol ish, Czech and Slo vak re search ers.
The next 5th petroarchaeological sym po sium has been pro -
vi sion ally sched uled to be held in Moravia in 2010.

Piotr Gunia
(Wroc³aw Uni ver sity)

EUROGRANITES' 2007 – Granitoids in Po land

The 2007 meet ing of EUROGRANITES was held in
Po land and, ap pro pri ately, called Granitoids in Po land. Ge -
ol o gists re search ing granitoids had the op por tu nity of vis -
it ing out crops of the main granitoid mas sifs of Lower Sile-
sia (Niemcza, Karkonosze, Strzegom and Strzelin) and of
the Tatra Moun tains. In ad di tion, granitoids from all of the 
other im por tant in tru sions in Po land were on view in mu -
se ums and in spe cial tem po rary ex hi bi tions.

The Eurogranites con fer ence was or ga nized by the Mi- 
neralogical Sci ences Com mit tee of the Pol ish Acad emy of
Sci ences, the Fac ulty of Ge ol ogy of War saw Uni ver sity,
and the Pol ish Geo log i cal In sti tute. Chair ing the con fer -
ence was Janina Wiszniewska (Pol ish Geo log i cal In sti tute), 
who dis played ex cep tional en ergy and charm through out,

and she was sup ported by an or ga ni za tional team con sist -
ing of Andrzej Koz³owski, Aleksandra Gawêda, Magda-
lena Pañczyk, Ewa Krzemiñska, Bo gus³aw Bagiñski,
Micha³ Mierzejewski, and Stanis³aw Mazur. The or ga niz -
ers had a for mi da ble task: to suc cess fully show the con fer -
ence par tic i pants as many kinds of Pol ish granitoids – and
from as many lo cal i ties – as pos si ble. In clud ing subsurface
granitoids.

In all, EUROGRANITES 2007 at tracted 56 par tic i -
pants, 35 of whom were in ter na tional ge ol o gists. These
came from France, UK, Ire land, Bel gium, USA, Spain, Ja -
pan, Swit zer land, Lith u a nia, Can ada, Aus tra lia, Ukraine,
Belarus, the Czech Re pub lic and It aly. Po land was rep re -
sented by 21 ge ol o gists from War saw, Cra cow, Wroc³aw,
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Par tic i pants of the 4 th Petroarcheological Sym po sium dur ing the
fieldtrip. (Photo by K. Jaworski)



and Sosnowiec. These ‘lo cals’ did a great job in ex plain ing
de tails of what ever rocks were un der dis cus sion to the
non-Pol ish par tic i pants.

Each par tic i pant was given a copy of the high-qual ity
con fer ence book Granitoids in Po land, ed ited by Andrzej
Koz³owski & Janina Wiszniewska, and a copy of the
EUROGRAN ITES 2007 Ex cur sion Guide, Sep tem ber 1–6,
2007, ed ited by Janina Wiszniewska & Ewa Krzemiñska.

The con fer ence opened in the Leopoldina Hall in the
Main Build ing of Wroc³aw Uni ver sity and there Janina
Wiszniewska and Bo gus³aw Bagiñski, to gether with the
Au thor i ties of Wroc³aw Uni ver sity and Hon or ary Com -
mit tee, cer e mo ni ally opened the work shop. The first
speaker was Ber nard Bonin, who of fered a his tory of the
Eurogranites con fer ences. Then came in valu able in tro duc -
tory lec tures, all care fully pre pared, on the gen eral ge ol ogy 
of Po land and over views of par tic u lar gran ite ar eas, in cor -
po rat ing what would be seen on the field trips. These lec -
tures were given by Janina Wiszniewska (Pol ish Geo log i -
cal In sti tute), who dis cussed the Pre cam brian granitoids of
NE Po land; Pawe³ Aleksandrowski (Uni ver sity of Wro-
c³aw), who dis cussed the Variscan granitoids in the Sude-
tes; and Jolanta Burda (Uni ver sity of Silesia), who sum ma -
rized the state of knowl edge of the Tatra Moun tains. These 
sum ma ries were es pe cially ap pre ci ated by the youn ger par -
tic i pants.

Af ter lunch, all par tic i pants were in vited to the Min er -
al og i cal Mu seum of Wroc³aw Uni ver sity where Adam
Szuszkiewicz and Boles³aw Wajsprych gave an in for ma tive 
in tro duc tion to the his tory of the mu seum and ex plained
the spe cial tem po rary ex hi bi tions. Par tic i pants took pho -
tos of the most in ter est ing mu seum spec i mens.

The or ga niz ers wanted to show some gra nitic rocks
that are known only from bore holes in NE Po land, so sam -
ples of these had been trans ported to Wroc³aw for the oc ca -
sion, as had hand spec i mens from sev eral smaller gra nitic
bod ies that were lo cated too far away from the planned
field trip routes. So, af ter the mu seum visit, the par tic i -
pants were taken to the tem po rary ex hibit on the Odra
River Bou le vard, where there was an open-air dis play of
the Pre cam brian base ment rocks from deep bore holes lo -
cated in NE Po land (speak ers: Ewa Krzemiñska, Janina
Wiszniewska, Grazina Skridlaite, Monika Kusiak, Bogu-
s³aw Bagiñski) and of some gran ites from Sudetes (speaker:
Da vid Bia³ek). Af ter this, we trav eled to the Koœmin qua-
rry, 50 km south of Wroc³aw, where Piotr Gunia (Wro-
c³aw Uni ver sity) gave a sum mary of the geo log i cal and pet -
ro log i cal prob lems posed by the Niemcza granitoids. The
first day ended with a visit to an old gran ite quarry be neath 
Kowarska Czuba, where Micha³ Mierzejewski pre sented
ev i dence of the rhe o log i cal phe nom ena that had gov erned
the long his tory of the evo lu tion of the Karkonosze plu-
ton. Thanks to the help of Ian Wil liams, all the par tic i pants 
climbed up the strongly weath ered gra nitic wall to see the
de tails. And in the eve ning twi light, Piotr Migoñ talked on
gran ite weath er ing and of the geo mor phol ogy of the Kar-
konosze Mas sif.

Day two started with a re fresh ing walk to the aban -
doned ura nium mine near Kowary, with Stanis³aw Mi-
kulski as our help ful guide. The U de posit is lo cated within 

crys tal line rocks that oc cur ~2 km north ward from the
con tact with the Karkonosze gran ite. Ra don ra di a tion in
the mine seemed to have a ben e fi cial ef fect on the re spi ra -
tory and cir cu la tory sys tems of all par tic i pants. The rest of
the day was de voted to the Karkonosze gran ite. Micha³
Mierzejewski showed us bi o tite schlieren of dif fer ent or i -
gins; chilled con tacts, or, in deed, the lack of them; con tact
be tween coarse grained por phy ritic gran ites and light, me -
dium grained por phy ritic gran ite; and nu mer ous joints in
the gran ite, which stim u lated much dis cus sion. Also, Piotr
Gunia showed us small (up to 40 cm), oval- or sphere-sha-
ped en claves of granodiorite and diorite com po si tion in the 
east ern slope of the Mrowiec hill. For the last geo log i cal
stop of day two, we vis ited the only ac tive gran ite quarry
within the Karkonosze gran ite, that at Szklarska Porêba
Huta. Here, Stanis³aw Mikulski dis cussed the pe trog ra -
phy, geo chem is try, post-mag matic min er al iza tion and dat -
ing of the Karkonosze gran ite. But day 2 had one fi nal
treat: we vis ited the Ce ramic Fac tory and Shop in Szklar-
ska Porêba, where we learned how our “Eurogranites
2007” mugs were made.

The third day was de voted to granitoid mas sifs of the
Fore Sudetic Block. At the ¯bik and Wieœnica quar ries,
Justyna Domañska-Siuda showed and dis cussed de tails of
the pe trog ra phy, chem is try, petro gen esis and magma min -
gling-mix ing pro cesses of the Strzegom–Sobótka mas sifs.
At the Paszowice quarry, Krzysztof Turniak in formed the
group of the geo chron ol ogy of the Variscan Mas sifs. And I, 
Justyna Ciesielczuk, was in vited to talk on the prob lem of
hy dro ther mal al ter ation of the Strzelin gran ite. Given the
theme of hy dro ther mal al ter ation and that we were not al -
lowed to go to the bot tom of the deep est quarry in Eu rope
(124 m), per haps it was ap pro pri ate that I ex plained the pe -
trol ogy of the Strzelin mas sif and the mech a nism of the hy -
dro ther mal al ter ation at its edge in heavy rain.

The eve ning of day three was spent trav el ling to Cra -
cow, where, on day four, the par tic i pants could sight see
one of the most beau ti ful towns in Po land. Cra cow is listed 
by UNESCO as a World Cul tural Her i tage site, and the
Eurogranite ge ol o gists could also try and spot, in the build -
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Paszowice quarry. Krzysztof Turniak, Dan iel Dunkley and Mo-
nika Kusiak en gaged in dis cus sion on gran ite geo chron ol ogy.



ings, granitoids de rived from the Sudetes Moun tains. In
the af ter noon, we vis ited the Wieliczka Salt Mine and then
trav eled to Zakopane, the cap i tal of the Tatra Moun tains.

The planned trip on day five, to Kasprowy Wierch,
was cancelled be cause of un ex pected snow. Un de terred,
and us ing poster pre sen ta tions, the or ga niz ers used the op -
por tu nity to tell the group of the ge ol ogy and tec ton ics of
the Tatra Mts.; karst pro cesses in car bon ate sed i men tary
cover rocks; amphibolitic xe no liths; and the gen eral char -
ac ter is tics of Goryczkowa gran ite, in clud ing the metape-
litic xe no liths that were the re sult of par tial melt ing pro -
cesses.

The last day, day six, of the con fer ence was de voted to
the granitoids and their en claves in the Morskie Oko area.
At the Mickiewicz wa ter falls, Edyta Jurewicz ex plained as -
pects of the re gion’s post-gla cial geo mor phol ogy and dis -
cussed the mylonitic and cataclastic zones in side the high
Tatra gran ite. Aleksandra Gawêda talked on and il lus -
trated the pe trol ogy of the High Tatra gran ite, in clud ing
its en claves and hy dro ther mal min er ali sa tion, pegmatites

and leucogranites segregations. Krzysztof Szopa, to gether
with Patryk Dubiel and their su per vi sor Aleksandra Ga-
wêda, dis cussed the prob lem of K-feld spar megacrysts and
that two types of schlieren pres ent were both of mag matic
or i gin. The last sub ject to be of fi cially dis cussed at Euro-
gran ites 2007 was the or i gin of the re gion’s ther mal wa ters
and the phe nom e non of bi tu men mi gra tion.

De spite some rain and snow, Eurogranites 2007 had
some beau ti ful weather – al ways im por tant on a field trip.
The lec tur ers and guides did a mag nif i cent job in keep ing
the party in ter ested in the geo log i cal prob lems and phe -
nom ena un der dis cus sion. And all the in ter na tional par tic i -
pants en joyed their stay in Po land. Fi nally, I, on be half of
the par tic i pants, would like to say a heart felt “Thank you”
to all the or ga niz ers. They were al ways on hand to solve
any prob lems and were in stru men tal in cre at ing an out -
stand ing and un for get ta ble at mo sphere.

Justyna Ciesielczuk
(Silesian Uni ver sity)
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